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To  His  Worship  the  Mayor,  and  to  the  Aldermen  and 
Councillors  of  the  Borough  of 'Newport,  Isle  of  Wight. 

MR.  MAYOR,  ALDERMEN  AND  COUNCILLORS, 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  the  Annual  Report  on  the  health  of  the 
Borough  for  the  year  19^9 • 

The  statistics  for  the  year  do  not  reveal  any  significant  changes. 

The  deatli  rate  was  comparatively  lower  than  for  the  rest  of  the  country 
and  the  birth  rate  comparatively  higher.  Infectious  diseases  were 
not  a  serious  problem  and  the  continued  clear  record  as  regards 
poliomyelitis  and  diphtheria,  clearly  indicates  the  value  of 
immunisation  procedures. 

The  event  of  the  year  was  the  'Pop'  Festival  at  Wootton.  An  account 
of  the  Public  Health  aspects  of  this  festival  are  given  later  in  this 
report  by  Mr.  Aze.  From  a  hygiene  point  of  view,  this  festival  v/as 
chaotic.  Sanitary  facilities  were  so  bad  that  there  was  a  genuine 
health  hazard.  The  staff  of  the  Health  Department  did  all  that  they 
could  in  the  circumstances.  Fortunately,  no  unusual  incidence  of 
disease  was  apparent  as  a  result  of  this  gathering  but  considerable 
publicity  was  given  to  the  possibility  of  epidemics.  The  fouling 
of  gardens  and  farmland  by  'pop'  fans  v/as  most  objectionable 
but  I  wish  as  much  publicity  could  be  given  to  the  constant  fouling 
of  Island  footpaths  and  pavements  by  dogs. 

Every  household  requires  a  supply  of  safe  milk  and  to  me  this 
means  pasteurised  milk.  Unfortunately,  not  all  householders, 
in  more,  remote  areas,  can  have  this  kind  of  milk  delivered. 

Now  that  one  firm  has  almost  acquired  a  monopoly  of  supplying 
milk  to  the  Island  I  would  have  thought  it  had  a  duty  to  see  that 
everyone  can  obtain  pasteurised  rnilk  daily.  It  is  time  that  it  did. 

The  inspection  of  shops  and  offices  has  been  an  aspect  of  the  council's 
duty  v/hich  has  been  somewhat  neglected  in  the  past  due  to  lack  of  staff. 

These  inspections  are  essential  to  ensure  a  healthy  environment  for  employees 
and  I  am  pleased  to  report  that  during  the  year  steps  were  taken  to  deal 
with  the  matter.  Agreement  was  reached  to  appoint  a  Clerk/Technical 
Assistant,  who  will  be  engaged  for  a  substantial  part  of  his  time 
in  inspections  of  offices  and  shops. 


ihis  council  is  the  one  council  that  has  virtinllv  f„n 

£S" -  — - ^izr^rz^  £  r— 

unsound  meat.  ^  *  th,'t  °°'d<i  h"ve  »**"  "«ributed  to 


The  housing  situation  continued  to  improve  but  there  is  -tin  „ 

™:LL°dr  ^voorinR  cnsen  is  «*<»*•* 

but  more  financial  sup^is^J  T'ln*  ^ 

ever;,  member  of  the  community  in  reasonably  housed  is  surety  Me  of 
the  foremost  priorities  of  the  Welfare  State.  7  one  of 


I  should  like  to 
Staff  of  the  Health 


thank  the  Publi 
Department  for 


0  Zenith  Inspectors  and  other 
their  efficient  work  and  loyalty. 


m’y  1  e*?r*so  to  th0  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health 
Committee  ny  appreciation  of  their  help  and  support  during  the  year. 


Yours  faithfully, 

'  ’7\  r  r  f  <* 

•  ■  .  ■  ■'  ?  •  -V<r-  /  ,  / 

-  y 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 
Isle  of  Wight# 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS,  1969 


Medical  Officer  of  Health: 


ALISON  M.  BATTEN ,  M.B. ,  Ch.B. ,  D.P.H. 

Senior  Public  Health  Inspector  and  Meat  and  Food  Inspector: 


F.K.  AZE 


Certificate  of  the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute  and  Sanitary 
Inspectors*  Examination  Joint  Board  as  Public  Health 
Inspector 

Certificate  of  the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute  as  Inspector 
of  Meat  and  other  Foods 

Certificate  of  the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute  in  Sanitary 
Science  as  applied  to  Buildings  and  Public  V/orks 

Certificate  of  the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute  as  Smoke 
Inspector 

Public  Health  Inspector: 


H, 


BULL 


Certificate  of  the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute  and  Sanitary 
Inspectors'  Examination  Joint  Board  as  Public  Health 
Inspector 

Certificate  of  the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute  as  Inspector 
of  Meat  ar.d  other  Foods 


Meat  Inspector: 

G.  WOODS 


Certificate  in  Meat  Inspection  issued  by  the  Royal 
Society  of  Health 

Diploma  in  Food  Hygiene  issued  by  the  Royal  Society  of 
Health 

Rodent  Opera tor/Foreman: 

R.J.  PHILLIPS 


Clerical  Assistant: 


D.  BIRBECK 


OCUCRAL  STATIST TOtt 

Area  ( in  acres) 

Population  (Registrar  General’s  Figures)  . 

umber  of  Inhabited  Houses  (end  of  1969  per 
rate  books  ...  ...  b..  1 

Rateable  Value  (as  at  1.4.69.)  ...  ***  ***  *** 

Sum  represented  by  a  Penny  Rate  (1968-69)***  *  *  *  *** 

Inclusive  of  439  Crown  dwellings 

EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS 

Live  Birth  rate  per  1,000  of  the  eotimated 
resident  population  ... 

Comparative  factor  ...  ...  *  "**  *  *  * 

Comparative  Birth  Rate  ***  . . 

StbirthG)th.r!t0  Per  1,000  ‘“^’(iive'and'stiii'  *" 

Crude  Death *Rate  'per  i,00o‘oif  the ’eotii^ted . 

resident  population  ... 

Comparative  factor  ...  . ***  ***  . 

Comparative  Death  Rate  *  ***  ***  * . 

Has«nlbi°trhta)ity  (i;;e 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  1  year  of ’age:  I*  *'* 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate . * 

live  births  . ^ 

I1livetbirth-infant'3  PSr  1,000  ill®^itimate 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (au'ages)  .*.*.*  . 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  . 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)**  .*  *  * 

•  •  •  •  *  9 

BIRTHS 


15,530 

21,440 

*6,908 

£854,428 

£3,396 


16.1 

1.2 

19.3 

2.9 

15.2 

0.62 

9.4 

Nil 

28.9 

25.4 

58.8 

48 

Nil 

Nil 


«*  i“  ?L1ii:ebb^h  r^te346  °^W?iCh  312  "ere 

the  birth  rate  for  KnrMn.  Z  S  X*  .£  *  ^  ^ 


DEATHS 


The  total  number  of  deaths 
15.2  per  1,000  of  the  estimated 
or  England  and  Wales  being  11*9 


was  326  which  gives  a  death  rate  of 
resident  population,  the  death  rate 


INFANTILE  MORTAL IT Y 


births^thc^rate^fo^Enrlond  28'9  per  1'a)0  registered  live 

’  te  f°r  En^land  ^ales  generally  was  18.0. 
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c a u: ;  o  ’  death 


Cause 


Male 


Enteritis  ami  other  diarrhoeal  diseases 
Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system  , 
Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 
Malignant  neoplasm,  oesophagus 

stomach 


intestine 
lung*  bronchus 
breast 
uterus 
prostate 


Leukaemia  . . «  . . .  . %  *  . « . 

Other  malignant  neoplasms  . . . 

Benign  and  unspecified  neoplasms 

Diabetes  Mellitus  . 

Other  endocrine  etc.  diseases 
Anaemias  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Other  diseases  of  nervous  system,  etc. 
Chronic  rheumatic  heart  disease 

Hypertensive  disease  . 

Ischaemic  heart  disease  ... 

Other  forms  of  heart  disease 
Cerebrovascular  disease  ... 

Other  diseases  of  circulatory  system 
Influenza  ...  ...  ...  ... 

I neumonia  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Bronchitis  and  Emphysema  ... 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

Appendicitis  ...  . . 

Intestinal  obstruction  and  Hernia 
Other  diseases  of  digestive  system 
Other  diseases,  genito-urinary  system 
Diseases  of  musculo-skeletal  system 
Congenital  anomalies  ...  ...  ... 

Birth  injury,  difficult  labour,  etc. 
Symptoms  and  ill  defined  conditions 

All  other  accidents  . 

Suicide  and  self-inflicted  injuries 


All  cause; 


1 

2 

2 

12 


3 

1 

10 

1 


1 

2 

29 

8 

19 

4 

1 

8 

10 

i 

i 

1 


Female 

1 

1 

1 

1 

3 

6 

5 

2 


6 

1 

3 

2 

1 

6 

3 

2 

36 

10 

38 

13 

3 

28 

3 

1 

1 

2 

3 

2 

3 

4 

2 

7 

200 
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NOTIFICATIONS  OF  HIFCCTI  *US  DI5 CASKS 


RFC  CIV. CD  DUD  INC  TH  :  YCAR  1969 


Are  Periods 

Measles 

Scarlet 

Fever 

Whoopinp 

Couph 

Food 

Poisoninp 

Pulmonary 

Tuberculosis 

Under  1  year 

4 

— 

— 

— 

1  and  under  2 

15 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2  ti  ii 

3 

35 

- 

- 

- 

- 

it  ti 

4 

29 

- 

- 

- 

- 

^  a  a 

5 

30 

- 

- 

- 

- 

^  11  ii 

10 

65 

5 

1 

- 

- 

10  "  '» 

15 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

15  "  " 

20 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

20  •»  " 

25 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

25  "  " 

35 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

35  „ 

45 

1 

- 

- 

1 

- 

45  M  " 

55 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

55  ” 

65 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

65  ”  ” 

75 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

75  years  anc 

over 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Ape  unknown 

1 

— 

- 

“ 

- 

1 

rO 

CO 

V 

5 

1 

1 

2 

Other  Notifiable  Diseases  -  Nil 


SUMMARY  01-'  INSPECTS 


Ll 


ATC. 


Inspections  under  the  Housing  Acts  .  275 

Inspections  under  the  Public  Health  Acts  .  337 

Drainage  ...  187 

Caravan  Sites  . ...  27 

Atmospheric  Pollution  .  4 

Verminous  Premises  .  ...  . . .  ...  27 

Infectious  Disease  ...  4 

Swimming  Pools  ...  . . . .  . . .  25 

Factories  . .  10 

Food  Preparation  Premises  105 

Food  shops  and  Stores  ...  ...  ...  . .  105 

Ice  Cream  Premises  . . ...  7 

Bakeries  .  ...  .  . .  4 

Milk  and  Dairies  . . ...  ...  ...  10 

Slaughterhouses  ...  ...  ...  848 

Rodent  Control  (Supervisory  Visits)  ...  ...  ...  16 

Animal  Boarding  Establishments  ...  . .  10 

Pet  Shops  .  7 

Shops  Act  . ...  ...  ...  ...  45 

Noise  Abatement  ...  .  10 

Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal  29^ 

Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  6 

Knackers  Yard  ...  ...  6 

Water  Supply  . . .  ...  ...  13 

Civic  Amenities  Act  .  15 

Miscellaneous  . ...  669 


3,066 


Statutory  Notices  Served  -  Public  Health  Acts  ...  l8 

Informal  Notices  Served  ...  .  ...  102 

Notices  complied  with  .  112 

Nuisances  Abated  .  ...  . . 

Complaints  Received  . 132 

Water  Samples 

(a)  Drinking  Water  .  72 

(b)  Swimming  Pools  . . l4 
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FOOD 


N  :AT  INSPECTION 


CARCAGIvj  aNL)  OFF  'L  INCF  ACTED  AMD  CONDlfliNED 
IF  ',/HOLi]  OR  III  PART 


Cattle 
Hxcl' ing 
Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Cheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Horses 

No.  Killed 

1946 

540 

l48l 

2705 

22379 

- 

No.  Inspected 

1946 

540 

1481 

2705 

22379 

- 

All  diseases  except 

Tuberculosis  and 
Cysticerci 

’//hole  carcases  condemned 

2 

14 

55 

17 

205 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 
condemned 

455 

203 

15 

209 

895 

— 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than 
tuberculosis  and 
cysticerci 

23.5 

40.2 

4.7 

8.4 

4.9 

Tuberculosis  only 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

- 

— 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Carcases  of  v/hich  some 
part  or  organ  was 
condemned 

«- 

— 

169 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
tuberculosis 

_ 

0.9 

Cysticercosis 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 
condemned 

5 

Carcases  submitted  to 
treatment  by 
refrigeration 

5 

Generalised  and  totally 
condemned 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

8 


Tons 

Cwt. 

Qrs. 

Lbs. 

Total  meat  condemned 

•  •  • 

24 

5 

- 

20 

Other  Foodstuffs 

•  •  • 

1 

17 

2 

19 

26 

2 

3 

11 

In  addition  2,233  tins  of  miscellaneous  foodstuffs  were  destroyed 
SLAUGHTERHOUSE  AND  MEAT  INSPECTION 


The  following  slaughterhouses  were  licensed  for  the  year  1969! 

1.  Heytesbury  Slaughterhouse,  Worsley  Road,  Newport 
occupied  by  F.M.C.  (Heat)  Ltd. 

2.  35  -  43  Scarrots  Lane,  Newport,  occupied  by 
Bennett  ?<  Hamilton  Ltd. 

Eight  hundred  and  forty-eight  visits  were  made  to  slaughterhouses 
in  connection  with  meat  inspection  and  licensing. 

4 

The  number  of  slaughtermen  licensed  by  the  Council  was  25. 

KNACKER'S  YARD 


The  following  knacker's  yard  was  licensed  for  the  year  1969? 

Park  Green  Farm,  Forest  Road,  Carisbrooke,  occupied 
by  A.  and  D.  Biles,  Trafalgar  Cottage,  Union  Street, 
Newport. 
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FOOD  PRWMISHS 


Food  Trade 


No .  of  Fitted  to  Rep;,  19 

premises  comply  with  applicable 

Reg.  16 


Fitted  to 
comply  with 

Ree*  1.9. 


Bakehouses 

4 

4 

4 

4 

Bread  and  Cakeshops 

4 

4 

4 

4 

Butchers 

16 

16 

16 

16 

Canteens 

Confectioners  Shops 

3 

3 

3 

3 

(including  ice  cream) 

21 

21 

20 

20 

Dairies 

6 

6 

6 

6 

Fishmongers 

4 

4 

4 

4 

Fried  Fish  Shops 

4 

4 

4 

4 

Greengrocers 

16 

16 

16 

16 

Grocers 

54 

54 

54 

54 

Hotels 

7 

7 

7 

7 

Licensed  Premises 

54 

54 

54 

54 

Cafes  and  Restaurants 

34 

34 

34 

34 

Tho  above  table  sets  out  tho  food  premises  in  the  Borough  broadly  divided 
into  thirteen  categories  and  as  far  as  possible  these  are  listed  according 
to  the  main  activity  carried  on. 

Many  of  the  food  premises  in  Newport  consist  of  old  buildings  which 
have  been  adapted.  The  limitations  of  the  accommodation  and  the  condition 
of  the  fabric  often  give  rise  to  problems  and  the  utmost  vigilance  is 
therefore  necessary  in  order  to  maintain  hygienic  conditions.  Many  staff 
receive  little  or  no  training  in  the  principles  of  food  hygiene. 

Proper  stock  control  and  rotation  continues  to  be  a  problem  in 
retail  shops  and  stores.  The  number  of  complaints  received  in  the 
Department  from  customers  regarding  food  which  was  ’out  of  condition'  as  a 
result  of  prolonged  or  unsatisfactory  storage  must  represent  only  a  small 
proportion  of  the  incidents  which  actually  occured.  There  is  no  information 
available  about  the  number  of  consumers  who  return  such  goods  to  the 
retailers  themselves  without  involving  the  Health  Department;  nor  is  it 
known  how  many  incidents  arc  reported  direct  to  the  manufacturers,  a  course 
of  action  which  is  frequently  invited  on  wrappers.  I  believe  that  the 
total  of  incidents  reported  in  the  foregoing  ways  is  comparatively  small 
and  this  is  to  be  regretted.  The  consumer  has  a  powerful  sanction,  not 
only  in  matters  of  this  kind  but  also  as  respects  lack  of  hygienic  practices 
in  those  parts  of  cafes,  restaurants  and  so  on  to  which  the  public  have 
access.  I  think  that  this  sanction  could  be  more  widely  used  to  supplement 
the  activities  of  the  Department  in  the  promotion  and  maintenance  of  food 
hygiene. 
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HOUSING 


In  1968  the  Council  decided  to  erect  58  houses,  5 2  being  for  slum 
clearance  purposes  and  6  for  local  industry. 

A  total  of  53  unfit  houses  v/as  dealt  with  during  the  year.  22  were  declared 
to  be  individually  unfit  and  31  wore  included  in  clearance  areas. 

Early  in  1969  work  commenced  on  the  largest  single  contract  of  Council 
house  building  for  many  years,  and  the  first  by  an  industrialised 
method.  The  contractors  commenced  the  58  three-bedroomed  terraced  houses 
on  the  prepared  site  on  31  ot  March  and  completed  them  by  the  third  week 
in  May.  The  first  rehousing  took  place  on  28th  July,  1969. 

Previous  experience  has  shown  that  a  high  percentage  of  persons 
displaced  from  unfit  dwellings  require  only  small  housing  units,  and  it 
soom  became  evident  that  the  1969  programme  should  have  been  for  smaller 
units.  In  many  cases  the  new  houses  were  found  to  be  far  too  large  for 
the  needs  of  elderly  people  and  an  extremely  difficult  situation  arose, 
which  could  only  be  resolved  by  encouraginr  Council  tenants  with  small 
families  occupying  small  property  to  move  into  the  new  three-bedroomed 
types,  thus  providing  the  Housing  Department  with  the  types  more  suitable 
for  the  needs  of  the  displaced  persons. 

By  31 ct  December,  1969  28  slum  clearance  cases  had  been  satisfactorily 
re-housed.  Of  these  eleven  families  went  into  the  new  houses,  and  the 
remainder  into  re-let  property.  Thirty-one  transfers  were  necessary  to 
achieve  the  desired  result.  It  was  also  possible  to  re-house  some  families 
next  door  to  those  who  had  been  their  heighbours  for  many  years,  and  other 
families  were  given  houses  in  the  district  of  their  choice. 

An  "open  day"  was  held  when  the  first  block  was  ready  for  letting  and 
some  400  people  visited  the  site  where  one  house,  fully  furnished  with  the 
co-operation  of  a  local  firm,  was  available  for  inspection.  Southern  Gas 
technical  staff  explained  the  v/orking  of  the  gas  warm-air  heating  system 
which  has  proved  to  be  very  satisfactory. 

These  well  equipped  new  houses  emphasise  how  poor  some  of  the  old 
three-bedroomed  pre-war  dwellings  are  by  comparison,  and  consideration  is 
now  being  given  to  suggestions  for  modernisation  of  older  dwellings.  Some 
of  them  may  be  converted  to  two-bedroomed  types  with  the  third  bedroom  made 
into  a  combined  bathroom  and  W.C. 

The  Housing  Waiting  List  now  numbers  about  400,  although  this  total 
includes  about  100  applications  from  servicemen  and  local  prison  staffs 
whose  needs  do  not  materialise  until  they  approach  the  age  at  which  they 
retire  and  have  to  vacate  their  homes.  The  remaining  300  have  little  hope 
of  being  re-hotjsed  for  some  years  unless  a  large  scale  programme  of  building 
is  approved. 
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Newport’s  Housing  problem  cm  be  considerably  eased  by  building 
for  old  people,  i.e.  those  now  occupying  Council  houses  for  too  big 
for  them  which  they  do  not  need,  cannot  afford  to  maintain,  and  with 
large  gardens  which  they  do  not  want. 

The  shortage  of  small  units  of  accommodation  during  the  year  not 
only  delayed  the  re-housing  of  the  elderly  and  infirm  from  the  unfit 
houses,  but  made  it  impossible  to  deal,  with  the  ever  growing  problem 
of  under-occupied  Council  houses.  It  is  likely  that  the  197C  building 
programme  w ill  help  to  rectify  this  by  the  provision  of  small  dwellings, 
and  the  Housing  Officer  assures  me  that  there  will  be  no  shortage  of 
tenants  of  existing  Council  houses  willing  to  move  to  the  new  flats  to 
be  built  at  Field  House,  Nelson  Hood,  Hobin  Hood  Street,  and  Pan,  thus 
making  way  for  the  younger  families  to  take  over  their  three-bodroomed 
houses.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  by  the  time  the  new  estates  are  ready 
for  occupation,  the  Council's  plans  for  modernisation  of  older  Council 
houses  are  finalised  so  that  the  vacated  houses  can  be  brought  up  to  a 
good  standard  whilst  they  are  empty  with  the  aid  of  Improvement  Grants. 

The  Special  Housing  units  at  Wallace  Court  continue  to  be  popular 
with  old  people,  but  plans  for  increasing  the  estate  from  18  to  28  units 
have  made  little  progress  in  the  past  12  months.  Of  the  eighteen 
tenants  originally  re-housed  in  January,  1964,  nine  still  remain  in 
occupation  of  their  bungalows.  It  is  unfortunate  that  more  of  this  type 
of  accommodation  cannot  be  built.  The  purpose  of  these  dwellings  is 
to  provide  homes  for  the  aged  who  can  still  look  after  themselves  and 
retain  their  independence.  Each  one  re-housed  in  this  accommodation  is 
one  less  for  the  old  peoples  homes,  hence  the  small  County  Council  subsidy  from 
Welfare  Funds.  There  are,  however,  many  people  who  think  that  the  cost 
of  such  sche  es  should  bo  completely  rate  borne  and  not  a  charge  on  the 
housing  revenue  accout.  No  doubt  the  Council  will  be  looking  to  the 
County  Council  to  provide  subsides  in  line  with  those  given  by  mainland 
authorities  to  ease  this  burden. 

Wallace  Court  could  be  made  very  attractive  if  a  little  money  were 
spent  on  flower  beds  and  shrubs.  Perhaps  the  Council's  Housing  Committee 
could  consider  this  matter  in  its  Estimates  for  next  year,  and  transform 
this  drab  site  into  a  show-piece. 
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RODENT  AIID  INSECT  PEST  CONTROL 


The  following  inspections  under  Part  1  of  the  Prevention  of  Damage 
by  Pests  Act,  19^9*  were  carried  out  during  the  year:- 

Local  Authority  Premises  . . .  ...  63 

Dwelling  Houses  .  849 

Business  Premises  ...  .  276 

Agricultural  Premises  .  103 

A  total  of  798  treatments  was  carried  out  to  deal  with  rats  and 
mice  in  premises  of  all  kinds.  Four  ships  were  inspected  on  behalf  of 
the  Cowes  Port  Health  Authority  in  connection  with  Rodent  Control 
Certificates  and  66  contracts  for  rodent  control  in  business  premises 
were  in  operation. 

In  addition  to  his  duties  as  Rodent  Operator,  Mr.  R.J.  Phillips  is 
the  Council’s  Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal  foreman  and  he  also  gives 
assistance  in  connection  with  miscellaneous  disinfestation  work,  drain 
testing  and  so  on.  He  has  a  very  full  programme  of  work  indeed  and  I 
would  like  to  refer  to  the  valuable  contribution  which  he  makes  to  the 
activities  of  the  Public  Health  Department. 


REFUSE  COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL 


No  new  vehicles  were  bought  during  the  year.  All  dwellinghouses 
have  a  weekly  collection  of  refuse  with  the  exception  of  19  remote  farms 
which  have  fortnightly  collection.  The  number  of  domestic  premises  is 
6,800  and  trade  refuse  is  collected  from  three  to  five  times  per  week 
from  179  shops  and  business  premises. 

The  following  vehicles  were  in  use  throughout  the  year. 

(a)  Three  35/50  cu.  yd.  Dennis  continuous  loaders 

(b)  One  18/25  cu.  yd.  Dennis  continuous  loader  (reserve) 

(c)  One  16  cu.  yd.  side  loader  rear  tipping  Ford  Eagle. 

Refuse  disposal  is  by  crude  tipping  at  Sandpit  Plantation  and 
Lynbottom,  refuse  being  rolled  and  levelled  with  a  6jr  ton  Track-Marshall 
bulldozer. 
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Further  meetings  took  piece  during  the  year  with  representatives 
of  Cowes  U.D.C.  and  the  Isle  of  Wight  K.D.C.  concerning  the  provision 
of  a  refuse  pulverisation  plant  for  the  joint  use  of  the  three  authorities* 
The  matter  was  considered  by  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government 
who  asked  for  details  including  an  outline  specification  with  layout 
drawing*  indication  of  cost,  proposed  site  and  its  acquisition,  etc.  The 
Minister  gave  his  approval,  subject  to  certain  conditions  and  the  plant 
should  be  erected  at  the  Marl  Pit,  Stag  Lane,  during  1970-71  and  be 
operating  early  in  1971* 


\; ATFR  SUPPLIES 

The  water  supplies  to  the  Borough  have  been  satisfactory  in  quality 
and  quantity. 

No  contamination  of  any  significance  occurred  and  routine  samples 
of  water  taken  by  the  Isle  of  Wight  Water  and  River  Authority  for 
bacteriological  examination  gave  the  following  results 

Satisfactory  Suspicious  Unsatisfactory 

66  2  4 

No  samples  were  taken  for  chemical  analysis  during  the  year. 

The  water  is  hard  and  is  not  liable  to  plumbo  solvency.  No  houses 
are  supplied  by  stand  pipes. 

OFFICES,  SHOPS  AND  RAIL' 'AY  PREMISES  ACT  196.3 

Only  six  inspections  were  made  under  the  Act  during  the  year  due 
to  lack  of  staff.  Inspections  have  been  recorded  under  this  heading 
where  a  visit  was  made  solely  or  chiefly  for  the  purposes  of  the  Act 
but  in  practice  visits  made  to  shops  and  offices  for  other  reasons 
frequently  involve  this  Act,  incidental  to  the  main  purpose  of  the 
visit,  so  that  activity  was  rather  more  than  indicated.  Even  so, 
the  present  position  is  not  satisfactory  and  I  can  see  no  prospect 
of  improving  upon  this  performance  until  a  Technical  Assistant  is 
appointed  who  can  devote  a  substantial  part  of  his  time  to  the  systematic 
inspection  of  premises. 

Available  time  has  so  far  been  chiefly  devoted  to  dealing  with  plans 
deposited  for  Building  Regulation  purposes  in  connection  v/ith  the 
construction  of  new  offices  and  shops  or  alterations  to  existing  buildings. 
Architects  and  their  clients  are  invariably  pleased  to  receive  advice  at  the 
plans  stage.  I  regard  this  aspect  of  the  work  as  important  so  that  later 
on  when  time  is  available  and  inspection  of  all  premises  to  which  the 
Act  applies  is  possible,  buildings  erected  or  adapted  in  recent  years  will 
not  be  deficient. 


Eight  accidents  were  notified,  none  of  them  serious 


FACTORIES  ACTS,  1961 

Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  Health 


PART  1  OF  THE  ACT 


INSPECTIONS 


Premises 

No.  on 
Register 

Inspec¬ 

tions 

Written 

Notices 

Occup¬ 
iers  Pro¬ 
secuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections  1, 
2,  4,  and  6  are  to  be 

enforced  by  Local  Authorities 

14 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i) 
in  which  Sect.  7  is  enforced 
by  the  Local  Authority 

126 

10 

1 

(iii)  Other  promises  in  v/hich 

Sect.  7  is  enforced  by  the 

Local  Authority  (excluding 
out-workers'  premises) 

4 

— 

— 

— 

TOTAL 

144 

10 

1 

- 

CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND 


Particulars 

Found 

Remed 'd 

Referred 
to  H.M. 
Inspector 

Referred 
by  H.M. 
Inspector 

No.  of 
Prosecu¬ 
tions 

Want  of  Cleanliness  (S.l) 

- 

— 

- 

- 

- 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Unreasonable 

temperature  (S.3) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Ineffective  drainage  of 

floors  (S.6) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7) 

(a)  Insufficient 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 

defective 

3 

3 

- 

1 

- 

(c)  Not  separate  for 

sexes 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  offences 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

TOTAL 

3 

3 

- 

1 

- 
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PART  VIII  OF  TIL'S  ACT 


OUTWORKERS 


r»  t/» 

CT ION  110 

SECTION 

Ill 

Nature  of 
work 

No.  of 
out-workers 
in  August 
list  required 
by  Sect. 

133  (1)  (c) 

No.  of 
cases  of 
def  ault 
in  sending 
lists  to  the 
Council 

Mo.  of 
prosecu¬ 
tions  for 
failure  to 
supply 
lists 

No.  of 
instances 
of  work  in 
unwholesome 
premises 

Notices 

served 

Prosecu¬ 

tions 

Lampshades 

21 

_ 

Wearing 
apparel , 
Making  etc. 

3 

Stuf  f  ed 

Toys 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

TOTAL 

25 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

FOOD  AMD  DRUGS  ACT,  1935 

Samples  of  milk  were  taken  during  the  year  from  herds  whose  milk  is 
retailed  raw  without  heat  treatment.  These  samples  were  examined  at  the 
Public  Health  Laboratory,  Portsmouth,  for  the  presence  of  live  Tubercle 
Bacilli. 


Number  of  samples  taken  for  T.B.  during 
the  year  1969  . 

Number  of  samples  found  to  be  negative 

Number  of  samples  found  to  be  positive 

Number  of  samples  in  which  Brucella 
Abortus  was  isolated  . 

Number  of  void  samples  . 


34 

34 
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the  second  tcle  ok  i;ioht  music  fcctival  1969 


This  festival  was  held  on  29th ,  3^th  and  31st  August  and  the 
associated  camping  grounds  were  open  before  and  after  those  dates. 

The  first  intimation  that  a  festival  was  to  be  held  was  made  to 
the  Town  Clerk  and  Senior  Public  Health  Inspector  at  an  interview  with 
Fiery  Creations  Ltd.  on  25th  June.  At  that  meeting  the  Senior  Public 
Health  Inspector  requested  full  details  of  the  Company's  proposals 
with  regard  to  site,  water  supply,  refuse  disposal,  sanitary  accommodation, 
catering  facilities,  etc.  and  an  assurance  was  given  that  this  information 
would  be  provided  by  5th  July.  The  information  was  not  forthcoming  on  the 
promised  date  and  no  further  information  was  obtainable  until  4th  August 
when  the  Public  Health  Inspector  interviewed  a  representative  of  the  Company, 
A  revised  site  plan  covering  approximately  83  acres  was  then  produced  and 
the  dates  were  given  as  29th,  30th  and  3^st  August  with  an  estimated 
attendance  of  35  -  50,000.  The  Deputy  Borough  Engineer  was  present  at  the 
meeting  on  4th  August  and  stated  that  it  would  be  impracticable  to  connect 
mobile  v/ater  closets  to  the  existing  gravity  sewer  on  the  site  and  ‘that  it 
would  be  necessary  to  make  other  arrangements.  Following  this  meeting  the 
Public  Health  Inspector  made  preliminary  plans  concerning  refuse  collection, 
hire  of  cesspool  emptiers,  water  supply  and  fire  prevention. 

At  a  further  meeting  with  the  Public  Health  Inspector  on  6th  August 
a  representative  of  the  Company  telephoned  the  River  find  Water  Authority 
for  information  and  advice  about  water  supply,  the  location  of  the  festival 
having  been  fixed  by  the  promoters  who  had  no  knowledge  of  the  water  supply 
which  would  be  available.  Fortunately,  it  transpired  that  a  copious  supply 
was  available. 

A  further  meeting  took  place  on  the  site  on  8th  August  and  was  attended 
by  the  Senior  Public  Health  Inspector,  the  Public  Health  Inspector,  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health,  a  representative  of  Fiery  Creations  Ltd.  and 
a  contractor  who  was  undertaking  to  supply  much  of  the  site  equipment 
including  pail  closets  and  their  structures.  There  was  a  general  discussion 
as  to  the  layout  and  equipment  of  the  site  but  after  this  meeting  nothing 
further  was  heard  from  the  promoters  and  on  19th  August  the  Senior  Public 
Health  Inspector  complained  to  the  Company  about  the  lack  of  consultation. 
There  was  chaos  on  the  site  and  it  was  necessary  to  write  by  recorded 
delivery  complaining  about  lack  of  contact  with  the  Department  and  stating 
that  further  consultations  must  be  held  immediately. 

On  20th  August  a  site  manager  was  available  and  discussions  were 
opened  concerning  drainage,  cesspool  emptying,  sanitary  accommodation,  refuse 
collection,  camping,  water  supply  and  catering.  160  Elsan  closets  and  45 
mobile  water  closets  were  to  be  available  and  properly  sited  together  with 
adequate  urinals.  The  promoters  stated  that  there  would  be  an  organised 
pass-out  system  in  operation  from  the  Arena  on  each  day  so  that  patrons 
would  be  free  to  enter  and  leave  as  they  wished,  thus  making  all  facilities 
on  the  site  available  for  use  generally. 
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The  last  meeting  of  the  Housing  and  Public  Health  Committee  had  taken 
place  on  1st  July  and  no  meeting  was  due  to  take  place  before  the  festival. 
After  consultation  with  the  Town  Clerk,  the  Senior  Public  Health  Inspector 
invited  the  Wootton  Council  members  to  an  informal  meeting  on  22nd  August 
when  the  layout  of  the  site  and  proposals  in  connection  with  water  supply, 
sewage  disposal,  sanitary  accommodation,  refuse  collection  and  catering  were 
explained. 

By  Wednesday,  27th  August,  it  became  apparent  that  there  would  be  a 
deficiency  in  the  sanitary  accommodation  because  of  the  large  numbers 
beginning  to  arrive  and  the  promoters  were  requested  to  provide  additional 
deep-trench  latrines  and  field  urinals.  The  contractor  who  was  due  to 
supply  l60  Elsan  closets  provided  only  l60  unsatisfactory  buckets.  The 
promoters  had  made  a  late  start  on  25th  June  and  eight  weeks  later  their 
preparations  were  still  in  a  chaotic  state.  They  obviously  knew  nothing 
about  field  sanitation.  By  Friday,  29th  August  it  became  necessary  to 
demand  a  meeting  with  the  Secretary  of  Fiery  Creations  Ltd.  at  the  site 
with  a  view  to  dealing  with  some  of  the  very  unsatisfactory  conditions. 

On  50th  and  J'let  August  three  cesspool  emptiers  were  engaged  from 
dawn  until  dark  and  some  38,000  gallons  of  sewage  were  removed  from  the 
site. 

Catering  had  also  commenced  on  a  massive  scale  and  at  times  it  was 
feared  there  would  not  be  sufficient  food  available  although  the  promoters 
had  been  warned  of  this  possibility.  The  pressures  on  the  caterers  v/ere  so 
great  that  it  was  impossible  to  pay  attention  to  food  hygiene  requirements. 

Dispersal  began  on  1st  September  and  there  remained  a  vast  amount  of 
litter  over  the  whole  area  together  with  quantities  of  food  debris  including 
food  abandoned  by  the  caterers.  The  ground  around  the  bucket  latrines  and 
urinals  had  been  seriously  fouled  and  there  had  also  been  indiscriminate 
defaecation  and  urination  extending  in  some  placed  beyond  the  boundaries 
of  the  site  on  to  private  land. 

There  was  a  residue  of  people  who  showed  no  inclination  to  move  off  the 
site  and  remained  encamped  in  tents,  bivouacs  and  shanties.  The  majority 
moved  off  v/hen  asked  to  do  so  but  some  remained  in  spite  of  requests, 
apparently  regardless  of  their  responsibilities  with  regard  to  hygiene  and 
sanitation  and  the  fact  that  they  were  on  private  land  without  permission. 

A  few  moved  into  an  adjacent  wood  and  could  apparently  see  no  reason  why 
they  should  not  remain  there. 

Summary  and  Conclusions 

(1)  The  Council  had  no  powers  to  delay,  suspend  or  prohibit  the 
1969  Festival. 

(2)  There  was  no  requirement  on  the  part  of  the  organisers  to  give 
prior  notice  of  the  event  to  the  Council,  although  they  did  so. 
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(3)  The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  Public  Health  Inspectors,  in 
accordance  with  Regulations,  pressed  the  organisers  for 
information  on  public  health  matters. 

(4)  The  Festival  public  health  and  hygiene  facilities  were 
based  on  the  promoters  estimated  attendance  figure  of 
35,000  -  50,000.  The  facilities  eventually  provided  by 
the  promoters  or  their  contractors  were  in  some  cases 
insufficient  and  in  some  respects  unsatisfactory. 

(5)  The  promoters  failed  to  make  an  early  start  concerning 
public  health  and  hygiene  planning;  25th  June  was  far  too 
late  and  even  after  that  date  they  were  difficult  to 
contact. 

(6)  The  promoters  did  not  appoint  a  public  health  and  hygiene 
manager,  with  a  second  in  command,  and  a  sufficient  number 
of  manual  employees  for  site  work. 

(7)  Because  of  matters  outlined  in  paras.  (4),  (5)  and  (6)  the 
public  health  and  hygiene  organisation  would  not  have  been 
satisfactory  even  for  an  attendance  of  35iOOO  -  50,000. 

(8)  The  ultimate  attendance  of  150,000  overwhelmed  the  promoters 
scanty  public  health  and  hygiene  organisation. 

(9)  Powerful  loudspeakers  caused  annoyance  in  the  neighbourhood. 

(10)  The  festival  created  a  vast  amount  of  litter  over  a  wide 
area  which  will  take  weeks  to  clear. 

(11)  Campers  and  other  people  remaining  on  the  site,  and  on 
adjoining  land  without  permission,  were  a  post  festival 
problem. 

(12)  It  is  difficult  to  see  how  150,000  people  can  be  adequately 
accommodated  for  three  days  in  the  open  on  a  small  acreage. 

(13)  Existing  public  health  law  is  not  suitable  for  dealing  with 
all  aspects  of  a  festival  of  this  magnitude. 
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